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Five Minutes With…                                      

 

 

 

 

What room are you teaching in? Babies 

I grew up in…  New Zealand  

If you came to my house for dinner you would have… 
Mexican 

My favourite place is… The beach 

In my car I listen to…  Old school music 

Early bird or night owl… Early bird and night owl 

My friends would describe me as…  Out there and always happy 

If I wasn’t a teacher, I would be… A personal trainer  

The colours that makes me happy are… Pink and red 

My favourite game as a child was… Go home stay home 
123 

Sweet or savoury… Sweet 

The best day of the year is…  My birthday  

My hidden talent is… Cooking  

My dream holiday would be… On a cruise  

I love the smell of…  Roses 

Teaching is…Amazing and also neat to build relationships 
with parents  

I love to… Spend time with close ones 

My favourite season is… Winter   

 

 

Newsletter 

www.fantailchildcare.co.nz Kia Ora Parents and Whanau,  

We have lots of upcoming events to mark down on your calendar 

and hope that you can join us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 10th August—6.00-7.30pm Fantails Disco! Everyone is invited to 

come along for a shared dinner and dance!  
 

Thursday 30th August—3.00-4.30pm Come and play for Fathers Day! 

All Dads, Grandfathers and Uncles are invited to join in with some fun 

activities and a sausage sizzle. 
 

Friday 19th October—3.00-4.30pm Fantails 5th Birthday party! Join us 

for some cake and party games. 
 

Wednesday 7th November—3.00-4.30pm Diwali celebration! Come 

along and join in with some colourful activities and afternoon tea. 
 

Friday 14th December—5.30-8.00pm Fantails Christmas Party! Bring a 

picnic and enjoy the children’s Christmas concert, bouncy castles, 

santa’s grotto, face painting and much, much more! 
 

Kind regards, Nikki Summerville, Group Manager 

Fantails Childcare 

Newsletter 

SILVERDALE 

June 2018 



 

 

In the Babies Room… 

We had a wonderful mothers day celebration in the babies 

room with so many of our beautiful mothers joining us for high 

tea. Its great to have the opportunity to spend some time to  

together.   

The focus has changed  from  creative arts 

to puppets and role playing. The babies 

use their social skills by using puppets to 

interact with other children. Puppets can 

make music and creative movement 

more interesting and can teach children 

the words and 

movements to 

new songs.        

Manipulating puppets can be a      

positive way to encourage         

movement and to practice gross and 

fine motor control. Children can use 

puppets to come up with stories,    

scenarios, and creative ways to solve 

problems. Puppets can be easy-to-

manipulate characters in a variety of 

dramatic play themes and stories.  

We revisited some of our favourite         

activities  such as creating paintings with 

different media. The babies experimented 

by using a fly swats to create paintings.  

The children are developing different 

ways to be creatively expressive. 

 

 

We have focussed on ‘Mother’s Day’ for the first part of May 

with the children working on a card and a beautiful wind chime 

made from natural resources to give to their mums to show 

them how special they are.  Many Mums, Nanas and Aunties 

came to celebrate with us at Fantails, we sang them a song 

and shared a book the children made saying why their mum is 

so special to them.  Then we shared some kai together. This was 

a special day and the children have been revisiting the book 

they wrote. 

Outside the children have been gardening with Daniel as they 

learn about planting and the care 

needed to keep the plants safe. 

Our garden is full of colour with 

the flowers successfully planted.  

Also outside the children have 

been engaged in a lot of group 

play, where they are extending 

their listening and sequencing skills 

as they listen then apply the rules 

given to them.  Through this play 

the children are increasing their 

competency in communication 

and social relationships.  

 

 

Te Reo Phrase: 

Ka pai tō mahi! 

Great work! 



 

 

In the Preschool room…                                                                                            

In the Preschool room we finished up our focus on the         

Commonwealth Games as they came to a close.  Through    

inquiry the children found out a lot of information they didn’t 

have prior knowledge about. 

We have noticed many of our 

children hunting for bugs, snails 

and worms outside, so this has 

sparked our new interest in our 

room which is Creepy Crawlies.  

We have started researching and 

developing a small worm farm 

which will help the children see 

how worms move through the soil.  

They have also caught and examined a skink and a praying 

mantis which was very exciting. 

This increases awareness and respect of the natural world and 

develops techniques to investigate and modify working         

theories.  We will be extending this interest and exploring our 

environment to discover and examine the’ Creepy Crawlies’ 

we have at Fantails and our home.   

 

 

In the Toddlers Room… 

May started off with an exciting celebration of Mothers Day. 

Thanks to all our wonderful mothers who were able to attend 

and catch up.  Leading up to this event the children had been 

busy making flower decorations, mothers day cards and using 

more of their science skills to make marble cups for their mums.   

Children learn through repetition and will repeat an activity 

over and over again until they 

have developed a certain skill or 

gained a better understanding 

of their current interest. We have 

noticed that our children are   

exploring many different       

schemas at the moment so we 

will be moving on from           

dramatic play to schematic 

play.  If you have noticed your 

child is interested in                   

experiencing the same type of 

repetitious play at home please 

discuss this with your teacher.   

Science is still a strong  interest 

which includes baking, making 

playdough and volcanoes in the 

sandpit, just to name of few of 

the exciting experiences we are 

providing to extend our children’s 

learning and development.   

 



 

 

In the Juniors Room…   

During the start of the month the interest in the Juniors room 

was still driven by role play with the babies, puppets and dress-

up’s continuing to be popular.  We are also seeing engage-

ment in imitation and real play with a lot of children taking on 

the role of teacher, doctor and café owner.  We even made a       

campfire using blocks and pretended we were cooking     

Wombat Stew on the fire. We extended from this and made our 

foyer wall display about Wombat Stew and all the interesting 

Australian animals in the story. We have been extending this   

interest into the arts through making props.  In doing so, we 

have seen a shift in the later part of the month with the children 

exploring art in it’s different forms. There has been a lot of          

excitement around the science experiences of mixing colours 

using different materials which Melanie has been introducing. 

We have also been engaging in creative crafts using a wide 

variety of resources. This is extending the children’s fine motor 

skills which helps in the development of pen control and early 

literacy. The children are also extending their competency in 

social skills as they work together.  Running alongside this          

interest we prepared for 

our ‘High Tea’ for our 

Mums, Aunties and 

Grandmas for Mother’s 

day.  We made special 

cards and presents and 

shared an afternoon tea 

with them as we         

celebrated how special 

they are to us! 

 

 

Ingredients 1 serving  

1 cucumber (8 inches) 

4 slices salami (1¼ ounces) 

2 slices low-sodium deli ham (1¼ 

ounces) 

Land O'Frost Premium Sliced Honey 

Ham 1 Lb 

2 slices low-sodium Swiss cheese (1¾ 

ounces) 

⅓  cup julienned carrots 

1 cup baby spinach 

1 kiwi, halved 

Strawberries 1 Lb 

3 pitted black olives 

5 cherry tomatoes 

3 Colby-Jack cheese stars ( ¾ ounce) 

 

 

There is a new family/

dramatic play corner.  The 

children are really enjoying 

this space and it is an area 

where we have seen a lot of 

the role play being extended 

and they let their creativity 

go wild. 

Outside the children are    

continuing to challenge themselves and develop their physical, 

emotional and social skills with the different climbing, running, 

kicking, digging and building equipment we have outside. 
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